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and the evolution of the partition plan in particular.® I have
therefore avoided thc tedium of a purely chronological
narration,® and felt frec to follow my personal interests in
focusing on the streets of Calcutta or the villages of Barisal
rather than the somewhat rarefied heights of Darjecling,
Simla or the India Office. The reader might still ask why a
new book was needed at all on such a well-worn subject, and
what relevance it can have for us today. An explanation may
help to clarify also the precise themes chosen by tlie authaor,
their arrangement, and maybe the preferences implied therein.

Historians in our country still occasionally claim for them-
selves the impartiality of judges” (itself, one would feel, hardly
an unquestionable absolute); that historical reconstruction at
both popular and academic levels is rather a dialogue between
present and past generations, inevitably time-bound and
selective, is amply borne out by the existing literature on
the swadeshi movement. What has fascinated most the imagi-
nation of educated bhadralok Bengal and her historians is
undoubtedly the saga of individual terrorism beginning with
Kshudiram and the Maniktala conspiracy——socalled militant

5 Recent articles on the development of the partition plan include:
(i) J. H. Broomfield, “The Partition of Bengal’—Proceedings of the
Irdian History Congress, 1960. (ii) Z. H. Zaidi, “The Political Motive
in the Partition of Bengal'—Journal of the Pakistan Historical ﬁ:ciery,
Volume XII, Part Il (April 1964). (iii) J. R. McLane, “The Decision
to Partition Bengal in 1905"'—The Indian Economic and Social History
Review, Volume II, No. 3 (July 1965). (iv) Kalpana Bishui, “The
Origin and Evolution of the Scheme for the First Partition of Bengal”’—
Quarterly Review of Historical Studies, Volume V (1965-66), No. 2.
Mrs bishui's essay is the hest that I have read so far on the subject.
Biief accounts are given also in S, Gopal, op. cit, pp. 268-75, and
A. Tripathi, op. cit, Chapter III.

¢ A chronological table listing the principal landmarks has been”
included at the end of the book.

TCf. for instance R, C. Majumdar’s formulation—“The purpose of the
hstorian is the ascertainment of the Truth. His only duty is to deter-
mine guilt or ignocence in the fashion of a judge in A law court’’~—
“Bharat-itthasher Nutan Sanekaran”. Itihas, Volume VI  (Old Series)
No. 2, Agrahayan-Magh 1362 (1955.56).
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INTRODUCTION

The present work attempts a detailed study of a five-year
period in Bengal’s history which despite its brief duration has
come to occupy a very notable place in the historiography
of nationalism and in the collective memory of our people.
Apart from the abundant literature of bingraphies and
memoirs,! individual aspects of this antipartition or swadeshi
movement already have their historians,? the main Jandmarks
of political history have been adequately covered in numcrous
works on Imdian nationalism,® and growing access to the
private papers of viceroys and officials have produced recently
a spate of monographs on government policies in general*

1 Thus we have the autobiographical writings of Surendranath Banerji,
Bepinchandra Pal, Krishnakumar Mitra, Aurobindo Ghosh. Barindra-
kumar Ghosh, Hemchandra ~Kanungo, Bhupendranath Dutta and
Upendranath Banerji; a life of Motilal Ghosh, and no less than four
biographies of Aswinikumar Dutta.
2 Cf. particularly the numerous books of Haridas and Uma Mukherji
listed 4n the bibliography.
8 Cf. for instance Haridas and Uma Mukherji, India’s Fight for Freedom
(1958); R. C. Majumdar, History of the Freedom ‘Movement in India,
Volume II (1962); R. C. Majumdar (ed), British Paramountcy and the
Indian Renaissance, Part IL (1965) ; B. B. Majumdar, Militant National.
ism in India (1966); Daniel Argov, Moderates and Extremists in the
Indian Nationalist Movement 1883-1920 (1967); and A. Tripathi, The
Extremist Challenge (1967).

Extracts from the private papers of top officials have been printed
iu Morley's Recollections (1917), in Lady Minto’s counterblast of
ndia, Minto and Morley 1905-1910 (1934), and more recently in Martin
Gilbert's Servant of India (1966). Three major works dealing with
official policies during 1905-10 have been published of late—M. N. Das,
India under Morley and Minto (1964); S. R. Wasti, Lord Minto and
thé Indian Nationalist Movement 1905-1910 (1964) ; andeS. A. Wolpert,
Morley and India 1906-1910 (1967). Cf. also S. Gopal, British Policy in
India 1858-1905 (1965), Chapter V, and A. Tripathi, op. cit., Chapter VI.
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